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THE RELATION OF SCHOOL TO HOME. 


into her that nothing must come before duty. Boys have 
that forced upon them as soon as they go out into lif e . if 
a man neglects his business or practice for pleasure, money 
does not come in, and he cannot get a living ; but women 
can slip so gracefully through life, putting pleasure first s 
nothing comes to startle them, their duties are not of that 
pressing immediate kind that forces attention. If a gj rl 
misses her Sunday School class, if a clergyman’s wife goes 
to a party instead of a mothers’ meeting, if a mother puts off 
till she has taken her pleasure some work for her children 
nothing startling happens, no great crisis is the result, only 
she has missed her chance of usefulness, only she becomes a 
woman upon whom nobody can depend, to whom no one will 
turn for help. 

And so it is not because of the mere hindrance to lessons 
that I mind a child being kept from school for a day or two 
“ to sell cigars at a bazaar,” oradding a day at each end of 
the holidays, but because I feel it to be of the first importance 
to a girl’s moral training that she should feel that there are 
some things which it is a blank impossibility to put aside for 
any pleasure. 


“ To fit them for complete living ” is Herbert Spencer’s 
definition of the aim of education, and it is one’s parts and 
duties to see that in the children committed to our care no 

power may lay dormant which might seize on life, and make 
it richer, nobler, loftier. 


• ^ c ? me that the Y might have life — and that they 
might have it more abundantly.” 

a ii rhl V S J he r design in which parents and teachers are 
allowed to be fellow-workers 


MY GRANDMOTHER’S DAUGHTERS. 

III. THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 


« xo submit myself to all my governors, teachers,” etc. I am 
afraid the behaviour of Kitty and Louisa as regards this 
clause of their duty to their neighbour will be considered far 
from exemplary. Yet let the difference be remembered 
between many of the governesses of the time of their youth 
and the bright, well-trained modern instructress. The Mdlle. 
C. who taught Kitty and Louisa, was a timid elderly foreigner, 
who went out in sandalled shoes (according to the family 
picture book), had not a single country taste, no love of 
animals, and was utterly out of sympathy with her two lively, 
hearty pupils. 

“ 1842, November 29th. Kitty, 1 1 ; Louisa, 85. I am sorry 
to say that both K. and L. have been idle this morning with 
Mdlle. C. L. gave me an account of what took place first, 
and then K. ; and I was struck with the accuracy with which 
K. told me what had occurred, even though it told against 
herself and against what she naturally wished. It was very 
clear that they had both been to blame for idleness, an or 
something’ worse than idleness, namely, foi iaA ^ 
control over their tempers ; and L. into the b 

very improperly spoken exulting* to 

punishment had not turned out as unpl £ j nt0 

intended. She should not allow such thoughts to enter^t^ 
her mind, and much less express them to o ^ 0 ver 
rebellion against those whom Provic ence 

Dec. 1st. I was interrupted by a A ^’ tor ’ bac k I found 
L- to learn a lesson of poetry. Y hen ca ^ ^ bope the y 

that very little had been done, especial y > • be g 00 d 

feel as they grow older, that if they are 
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MY GRANDMOTHER’S DAUGHTERS. 


for anything-, it is not my presence that must keep the m 
straight, but the love of doing right in their own minds. 

Dec. 17th. The half-holiday to-day was, alas, forfeited as 
the account of the week was by no means a good one. L.’s 
idleness has, 1 fear, grown to a great habit. I do not so 
much care for a certain quantity of lessons by heart every 
day, as I do for the effort of being industrious. It would 
satisfy me if I heard that she was trying to apply. 

Jan., 1843. Kitty will find that quarter of an hour lost by 
late rising throws one wrong for the whole morning, makes 
her governess dissatisfied with her, and vexes herself. I W as 
not pleased either with the account I heard of L.’s morning ; 
she seems to have done very little at her lessons, and to have 
done that little without any diligence. 

Jan. 14th. A much better account of Louisa to-day. 
November 24th. Louisa was desired by Mdlle. C. to let 
papa know she expected her back to finish something after 
his arithmetic teaching ; but it seems she preferred remaining 
with her papa to obeying her governess. It is an excellent 
thing always to do the thing we like the least. 

December 16th. A day or two ago K. and L. had a little 
trial which they did not bear well at the time, but as they did 
all they could to repair their fault afterwards, I must not 
speak of it too severely. They always go out by themselves 
in the forenoon, as Mdlle. C. dislikes going out at that time, 
and they like to be alone. I he days when the music mistress 
comes they have a longer playtime in the forenoon than 
usua , and this day they had planned to walk down to the 
ge, a mile away, to see a poor boy who had hurt himself 
severe }, and they were to take him a basket of apples and 
pears. But suddenly after prayers Mdlle. C. made an urgent 
appeal to me as to the propriety of their going alone. I said 
was not at all fearful about their doing so, but begged her 

samp eXa t Ctl a aS . she . llked * K - and L. ought to have done the 
her Hi lnS ° vvk * ck tke y hurt and offended her by telling 
sav tVmf T 1 ^ Want ^ er > anc * I am almost ashamed to 

with a . CriG ’ ^ * s cert ain they behaved rudely, and 

walk aln re K Want ° f feeling tOWards her - They took their 
I advi S pH e th bUt heartil T sorr y for what they had done, 

sorry Tf tv, 6 ™ 001 l ° content with telling me they felt 
"-y- If they are sorry for a fault, they must always act 
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GRANDMOTHER’S DAUGHTERS. 
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upon the feeling, or else they mav ho V , . 

good for little. They took my advice like feeling is 

expressed their regret and sorrow to Mdlle C g ' rlS ’ a " d 
April 1845- Kitty, 13* ; Louisa, M . ' ' 

I have a fault to find common to both • , , 

it is worse in Kitty, because the feeling i s morefbn^^ 
is accompanied by a little degree of malice-T m ’ t * 
behaviour to their governess. I hardly ever hear eith 'f 
them address her ; Kitty is barely civil to her. They let her 
authority at nought ; and of course this is a state of things 
that irritates her and rather than come to me with perpetual 
complaints, she feels annoyed and shews that she is so Now 
all this is wrong; she is placed over them by no’ means 
as a perfect person, but as one that I can trust ; whose real 
principles I know can be trusted— and being so, she has a 
right to respect and civility. Her labours are great; and her 
situation much to be pitied ; and if she does not enjoy the 
blessings that they do themselves, they are bound to make 
her life a tolerably comfortable one by their behaviour to her. 

May 27th. Yesterday morning Louisa announced to me 
in a whisper that it was a very unfortunate thing that 
Mdlle. C. had decided on going out with them during the 
morning hour of play ; and they were very sorry as it was 
the only hour they had to be together. I advised her on no 
account to be inattentive to Mademoiselle, for that it was 
good for her to go out, and she did so only because I had 
advised her to take more exercise. They had a very pleasant 
walk, as they afterwards told us ; whereas, if they had shewn 
any dislike to Mademoiselle’s company, they would have felt 
uncomfortable, and would have reproached themselves, and 
she would of course have been hurt. 

I am sorry lately to have observed in both K. and L. a 
fault I hardly like to record, it seems so undutiful and so 
unlike amiable girls. Louisa has high spirits and a disposi- 
tion to fun and mirth — and I delight in fun and mirth, but 
it must be at the right time ; and when I am vexed at some 
piece of awkward carelessness — at tea dropping from their 
cu p on the table-cloth as they drink ; or at black tea-lea\ t s 
s Pilt in the sugar-basin ; or at great blotches of grease upon 
C ean frocks — I must not have grimaces made at each other, 
° r an incipient giggle or shrugging of shoulders. 1 or 


an 
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MY GRANDMOTHER’S DAUGHTERS. 


• t 'i n rp to-dav (Frank G. being present), I alludedfe^T 

carelessness with which they had lost their pencils fr 0r ^ 
having omitted to put them by and immediately it was * 
signal for a sort of martyr lo °k^fun jind distress f rom 
Louisa, as 


i if it were merely a rather unpleasant joke, ancl 
Kitty is fast catching it. I must have no lookery. If Kitt 
and Louisa cannot discipline their minds so as to feel how 
shocking this is, they must at any rate control the outward 
appearance of it. 

May 30th. d o-day I was pleased with the cheerfulness 
with which K. and L. submitted to having a half-hour of 
lessons in the afternoon, to which, in my opinion, they were 
not strictly liable. It was not without a representation of 
her rights from L., but when I advised them to do it at once 
without argument, they did so without the least unwillingness. 

June 1st. I have great trouble in enforcing the use of 
parasols. To-day I observed that Kitty had taken hers to 
church, and I think I remarked upon it ; but in going to 
Sunday school I had to send Louisa back for hers, and Kitty 
followed without. After school 1 sent her in for it, and more 
than once during the walk I had to remind them. From the 
old yew tree I watched them as they went home alone, and 
I observed that Kitty’s parasol was not only not held over her 
face, but was not even open. After all I had said about it, 
this was extremely wrong. I cannot think how anybody with 
a conscience can avoid feeling that obedience in such small 
things, and moreover an earnest desire to obey, is but a small 
return for all the care, watchfulness, and anxiety bestowed 
upon them.” 

This is the last extract in the book on the present subject — 
only, lest the children of this generation should think that 
the parasols were a daily infliction, I must say in justice to 
my grandmother that I think they must have been corn- 
er iTi y w ^b best hats — for I have seen many pictures 
1 e and Louisa in immense leghorn hats, which I 

onnfiT e ti Vere ^° r ever y da y ar >d garden use. Theirs, I can 
fr< m (4, n ^ Sa ^’ WaS a healthy and happy childhood, though 
‘have , 6 Xer y nature °f the book from which these extracts 
of it 66,1 taken we have had to consider the darker side 


THE VOICES OF OUR CHILDREN. 

By Mrs. Emil Behnke, 

Teacher °f Voice Production to Singers, Speakers, and Stammerers. 


WHAT sort of singing lessons may our little ones safely 
take r is a question often asked, and it is a very important 
one. 

Some young natural voices are very beautiful, full of 
refined tone and dainty grace ; and many children, both boys 
and girls, have a wonderfully correct musical ear and 
memory. They learn every song they hear as if by intuition, 
and their bright voices carolling through the house bring 
gladness and joy to the parents’ hearts, and justify the desire 
to develop the inborn talent. 

If the voice be not forced too high, nor strained in any 
way, and if loud singing and shouting be strictly prevented, 
children may be encouraged to sing simple airs from a very 
early age. By this means the ear is trained in time, in tune, 
and in rhythm ; while the eye is educated in musical notation 
and the memory cultivated. This instruction should precede 
that of any musical instrument. The child who has learnt to 
sing and to read music with his voice, has laid a solid founda- 
tion of musical knowledge in a manner far more agreeable to 
himself and to others than by the drudgery of pianoforte' 


practice. 

Another cogent reason for the early practice of singing is 
that it is conducive to health, and is beneficial to the weak as 
well as to the strong. Vocal exercise is especially salutory 
to the respiratory organs, just as gymnastic exercise is 
healthful to the other organs. Sickly children, with narrow 
chests and thin, sharp voices, rapidly develop um er e 

influence of singing instruction if it is based upon nat 
hr^n+v.: , Even children with 




